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American School
(19th century)
Alexander Davis Bunker (1792-1871), ship’s captain based in Nantucket and later the first light
house keeper at Sankady Head Light, Nantucket,, unsigned, oil on canvas, 27 x 23 in.; modern gilt
wood frame, lined and restretched on old stretcher, crackle, stretcher marks, two periods of retouch
with less that 7% of surface affected

rovenance: Estate of June Ide Ellison, Boston, Massachusetts
Estimate: $2,000 - $3,500
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Nantucket Lighthouse Journals and History

including Sankaty Head Light House 1853-1856, journal by Alexander D. Bunker (1792-1871); Journal of Winds &
Weather and other Matters of Interest Kept at the Sankaty Light House, Nantucket, April 1856, enclosed with Instruc-
tions for the Keeper. Sancoty—Head Lighthouse, Dec. 1849 ; Famous Lighthouses of New England, Boston, 1945; with
1858 receipt to Alex D. Bunker “Keeper of Sankaty Light” for oil, 7-3/4 x 5-1/4 in. to 12-1/4 x 8-1/2 in,, (5 pieces), all
in good to very good condition, all with some edge wear

Provenance: Estate of June Ide Ellison, Boston, Massachusetts

Estimate: $1,000 - $2,000

Sankaty Head Light House was built in 1849 on the Nantucket coast. It was the first lighthouse in Massachusetts
to be installed with the then state-of-the art Fresnal lens. Reportedly the light could be seen from 20 miles away.
Alexander D. Bunker, a former whaling captain was the first lighthouse keeper at Sankaty Head.
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0632

American School

(19th century)

Portrait of Rebecca Baxter Bunker (1793-1871), wife of Alexander Bunker, unsigned, oil on
fiberboard, 8-3/8 x 7 in;; original gilt wood frame, grime, crackle, flaking

Provenance: Estate of June Ide Ellison, Boston, Massachusetts

Estimate: $400 - $600
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